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A  GREAT  AND  USEFUL  DEBATE 


On  tho  17th  January,  1918,  Mr.  J.  X.  Francoeur,  member 
for  Lotbinifere,  made  the  following  motion  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Quebec : 

'*That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Province  of  Quebec  would  be  disposed  to 
accept  the  breaking  of  the  Confederation 
Pact  of  1867,  if,  in  the  other  provinces,  it  is 
believed  that  she  is  an  obstacle  to  the 
union,  progress  and  development  of  Can- 
ada." 

The  debate  which  ensued  was  remarkable  for  its 
calmness,  dignity  of  tone  and  loftiness  of  views. 
Its  main  usefulness  consists  in  that  it  gave  the  speakers 
an  opportimity  to  recall  the  historical  circumstances 
under  which  the  evolution  of  Canada  from  a  Crown 
colony  into  a  great  Confederation  was  achieved — it 
was  a  timely  "lest-we-forgct"  reminder,  if  we  con- 
sider that  the  unity  of  purpose  of  our  nation  largely 
depends  on  the  continuity  and  perpetuation  of  its 
traditions,  and  therefore  it  is  important  that  the 
young  generations  and  the  ever-incoming  groups  of 
immigration  be  kept  constantly  acquainted  with  the 
leading  features  at  least  of  our  political  history. 
How  many  new-comers  for  instance  ignore  that  had 
there  been  no  such  thing  as  French  Canada,  this 
half-continent  would  still  lay  under  a  regime  of 
centralized  authority  (European  style)  instead  of  its 
present  democratic  and  improved  organisation  of 
decentralisation,  home  rule  and  federal  division  of 
labour  for  the  common  weal  ?  In  the  eyes  of  many 
therefore,  the  Francoeur  motion  at  first  sight  appeared 
as  an  attempt  at  secession,  whereas,  in  reality,  it  was 


:  ist  the  reverse— a  ringing  objurgation  addreiwArl  t^ 
tho»e  who,  in  their  efforts  to  bIa?kM  and  o^ciw 
Quebec  out  of  the  Confederation,  have  virtuaSy  Sve^ 
the  first  notice  of  dissolution  of  partnership,  and  sfiown 
themselves  the  real  separatists. 

Mr.  Francoeur-^in  presenting  his  motion  took 
«jx>d  caje  to  justify  it  as  an  answer  to  tKarioakn 
?L?^-??i^'  «>P»»«try'  insults,  slander  and  hXd" 
that  had  been  going  on  against  French  Canada  for  the 
last  three  years,  He  recited  numerous  proofs  of  the 
provocation  which  impelled  him  to  act,  and  which 
tended  tj)  reopen  the  wKle  problem  of  fif  y  yea«  ago 
He  quoted  the  Fathers  of  ConfederatioVto  shSw 
that  the  compact  of  1867  was  a  compromise.  lovX 

laWi*^.^^A^^.*.^  r^«',  ^*»^^h.  in  the  wifds  of  the 
late  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  himself,  were  to  1^  on  an 
equal  footing  To  those  who  ask^rWhat  d(2S 
Quebec  want ?  kr.  Francoeur  answeredrWe  wa^ 
to  live  and  let  live,  because  nowhere  hks  it  been 
po^ble  to  establish  anything  lasting^thoit  free- 

h,rJ^Iif'^''"'^'"T**'®  Opposition  leader,  whUe  declaring 
dUn  hnff^T-.'^^'^y^^^"'  '^^t  a«^  Frenchiaia? 
wWch  hP  ^n«Sl''!r  °^C^°*da.  opposed  the  motion, 
Zlht  5  ^onsi^ered  as  mopportune  and  out  of  place 
in  the  Provincial  Legislature.  ^ 

r^n^f'  ,^«»;*?— member  for  Terrebonne,  in  a  well 
matured  address,  ascribed  the  whole  trouble  toX 
mtroduction  of  the  Imperialistic  idea  ropp<^sit  on 
to  the  Canadian  mentality,  the  creation  of  which 

^?w%2li^l?  «^«?*V*^.^  «*^^«°^^"  of  1867  had  in 
j^ew.    The  alleged  isolation  of  Quebec  in  the  Con" 

whSfind  f  \k^^'  ^'  ^""*^"^«^  *o  thf  fact  that 
wHUe,  and  for  the  very  reason  that,  her  Deoole  wm 
staunchly  loyal  to  Great  Britain,"that  modehrf  hum^ 

devoted  to  the  Canadian  ideals  and  to  their  de- 
mocratic institutions.   Recalling  the  latest  Eolations 


of,#  Vfci*****'  ^d^  ^P*"*  ?^  **»«  Constitution,  he  pointed 

RimouBkUhI;'^?i?"'^*^**J*  ^*«  »«  »»»«  county  of 
kTork   whfl«^t^?T-^°"°*^u*  «^*  *^ter  *»«  defeat 

M?  Te^er  ZnM    '*i  **^*"  nowadays,  which,  s^d 
forJ  Jhfwl  °"^5  °^*^^  °"^  slanderers  realize  once 

QuSL"fVn;E!'j5?''  ^'■-  ^-  ^-  C-"""",  member  for 
Bourags.  campaign,  which  instead  of  promSTp 

{rett';?orst;,e"&"'>'«''  --  »-'<'-»" 


m^  ^''^^'  ^^^'  9«orgo'8.  MontreaO-onposed  the 
r.?T'  the  practical  effect  of  which  wouW  turn 
Canada  back  to  the  condition  of  fifty  yeaw  aw 

cJ^hJfii  u  ^u  u^S  ^rapresaion  that  the  Roman 
Cathohc  church  had  not  been  sympathetic  to  the 

wam'i„*?h.**'^'  '\'  French  Canadfans  were  luke- 
he  Z.  oM»f  ''*''••  '^'  *e  ^^^  ^"^*"°  «^hool  difficulty, 

hJZh^''  ""^'TH  ^>^  '^  ^°"'^  have  been  settled 
nad  not  the  war  started. 

tr^l'  ^'■^^T^  (Frontenac)-who  has  a  son  at  the 
Dhed'  in^'^  T"^"^  the  charge  of  cowardice  im- 
piled   in    the   utterances   of   the   previous   speaker. 

nf  l?f  k'^''*  ^'''"^'''  ^T':'\^  «P^^*^h,  an  extensive  report 
staid  ■fhn?"'"!:  'V^^  ^?:"°^'"8  P^^«'  Mr.  Franc^ur 


THE  PREMIER'S  SPEECH 

The  honourable  member  for  Lotbinidre  has 
stated  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  make  his 
motion,  when  he  said  that  he  wished  to  reply  to 
insulting  remarks  and  unjust  articles  appearing 

Ifnf   ?If  wr.'^*^"'-    ^*  ^*«  ^^"  contended,  I 
know,  that  this  was  not  his  sole  object,  but  that 
he  was  mspu-ed  by  spleen  caused  by  the  results  of 
the  last  elections     Another  charge  was  that  his 
motion  was  mtended  as  an  attack  on  the  Federal 
Government,  and  lastly  that  there  was  in  his 
proposition  something  bordering  on  disloyalty, 
which  IS  to  my  mind  the  most  amazing  stat^^ 
ment. 

Such  imputations  are  unwarranted,  I  should  say. 
Those  who  have  read  history  and  followed  its 
development  smce  1867  cannot  but  consider  such 
a  cnticism  as  absolutely  unfair.  For  instance  if  I 
am  permitted  to  open  one  chapter  of  the  history 

ADril'  i^^fi  ?y!'*r  Prr^«««'  I  find  that  on  the  8th 
April,  1886,  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  carried 

n,L^.  """"^f  t  ^^^^"^  ^"^  "^^^'^'  ^  resolution  the 
purpose  of  which  was  to  secure  the  secession  of  that 
rt-oyince  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  The 
r^olution  was  worded  as  follows  and  was  presented 
by  the  then  Prime  Minister  the  Hon.  W.  S 
*ieldmg  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  re^ 
spected  leaders  m  Canadian  politics: 

7— 


The   Honourable   the   Provmcial   Secretary, 
puwuant  to  notice  given  on  a  previous  day,  moved 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions 
viz:  ' 

'That,  previous  to  the  Union  of  the  Provinces, 
the  Provmce  of  Nova  Scotia  was  in  a  most  healthy 
nnancial  condition; 

"That  by  the  terms  of  the  Union  the  chief 
sources  of  revenue  were  transferred  to  the  Federal 
Crovemment; 

"That  strong  objoctions  were  taken  at  the  time 
of  the  Umon  to  the  financial  terms  thereof,  re- 
latmg  to  the  Provmce  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  being 
wholly  madequate  to  meet  the  requu-ements  of 
the  vanous  services  left  under  the  management  of 
the  Provmcial  Legislature; 

'That  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Imperial 
trovemment  for  a  repeal  of  the  Union  as  far  as  it 
related  to  this  Province; 

"That  while  they  refused  to  assent  to  such  repeal 
until  a  further  trial  of  the  Union  was  had,  the 
Imperial  Government,  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
despatch  of  the  10th  June,  1868,  to  Lord  Monck, 
requited  that  the  Government  and  ParUament  of 
Canada  would  modify  any  arrangement  respecting 
taxation,  or  respecting  the  regulation  of  trade  and 
fishenes,  which  might  prejudice  the  interests  of 
Nova  Scotia; 

"That  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  1868,  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Honourable  Joseph  Howe,  referring 
to  the  above  despatch,  stated  as  follows: 

"The  Canadian  Government  are  not  only 
ready  but  anxious  to  enter  upon  a  frank  and 

—8 


In^i^^uF^"^  ?'  *"^«°°  should^' 
^own  to  be  unequal  or  unjust  to   Nova 

Scotm  torelieve that pressurety  every  means 

any  ftiancial  or  commercial  questions  that 
may  be  raised  by  the  Nova  sLrtia  Govern! 
ment  or  your^If  pr  representatives  of  Nova 

Ld  h»"}  tl  P""??*"*  of  ■  the  DoSi^on'^ 
and  he  further  said:  "You  may  i«member 

"jft/S"*?*^^*"  *e  Commit47S  M? 
Annand,  the  Fm^ice  Minister  of  the  P?^ 
vmce,  or  any  other  gentleman  selected  for 

^^^rP'  '•'""W  .^it  Ottawa  and  si^own 
with  the  Fmance  Minister  here,  for  the  our. 
posepf  ascertainmg  whether  ^y  mequa^,^; 
°J  "J""t'««  «?i«ts,  the  extent  of  sucH^Z 
hty,  and  the  best  remedy,  and  I  nowSit 
the  a^urance  I  then  gave  tl^t  ^hj  gS 
riSd  h^^  ?^,r'ider  the  question,  notf^a 
ngid,  but  in  the  most  liberal  spirit,  with  a 
desire  to  do  even  more  than  justice  fw  the 

Stu^^r  w^  •?.  '^"■^"8  out  the  new^Zs- 
whenev;r  if  1^"  r**'  "P°»  ^^e  inquiry 
the  pZh^  ^n  °'"'  J""^  convenience,  and 
the  Canadian  Government  engage  to  dk*^ 

SsfteTi!*i  r*"  ''"  *?■«  Muen^^h^ 
possess,  the  legislation  required  to  carrv  nut 

^y  financial  readjustmentVt  n^y  bT^rS 

mlT'lf'  "**  Dofflin'on  Government  and  ParUa- 

Xl^^ZT"^  •'"*  '""^  "'<"'««'  <"  dTe 
the  IU<rh?H        Government  and  the  promise  of 

Itov^  quot^T'"'""''       '°'"  ""^  '^'''"^''' «« 


That  after  nineteen  years  under  the  Union 
successive  Governments  have  found  that  the 
objections  which  were  urged  against  the  terms  of 
Union  at  first  apply  with  still  greater  force  now 
than  m  the  first  year  of  the  Union,  and  the  feeling 
of  discontent  with  regard  to  the  financial  arrange- 
ment is  now  believed  by  this  House  to  be  more 
general  and  more  deeply  fixed  than  ever  before; 

"That  Nova  Scotia,  previous  to  the  Union,  had 
the  lowest  tariflf,  and  was,  notwithstanding,  in 
the  best  financial  condition  of  any  of  the  pro- 
vinces entering  the  Union; 

"That  the  commercial  as  weil  as  the  financial 
condition  of  Nova  Scotia  is  in  an  unsatisfactory 
and  depressed  condition; 

uJ"^^uVt  ^?^^  ^^^^^'^^  *^^*  ^^e  terms  of  the 
British  North  America  Act",  combined  with  the 
high  tariff  and  fiscal  laws  of  the  Dominion,  are 
largely  the  cause  of  this  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  finances  and  trade  of  Nova  Scotia; 

'That  there  is  at  present  no  prospect  that,  while 
the  Provmce  remains  upon  the  existing  terms  of 
Union  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Federation,  any 
satisfactory  improvement  in  the  foregoing  respects, 
is  at  all  probable; 

"That  previous  to  1867,  negotiations  were  m 
progress  for  a  Union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
but  were  mterrupted  by  the  negotiations  for  the 
larger  Union; 

'That  it  now  appears  as  it  did  then,  that  the 

interests  of  the  people  of  the  several  Maritime 

Provmces  now  incorporated  with  Canada  are  in 

most  respects  identical; 

"That  the  members  of  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 

—10 


dt^  !i,  K  ?°?»  «e  of  opinion,  and  do  hereby 
declare  their  behef ,  that  the  financial  and  commer- 
cial mter^ts  of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia^New 

Sr™!5l'  ^''  ^"^  ^^''^^  Wand  *oild  be 
advanced  by  these  Provinces  withdrawing  from  th^ 

Grv:^^en^^^''''"'"    '^'    -'»^«    -<^-   - 

HnnTf^'.K  i'  ^  ^°""''  i">Possible,  after  negotia- 

tr^n.  ?•'"  ^n"^-  *"  "^""^  t*"*  co-operatL  of 

.-n  wTifr     '  Governments  of  the  sister  provinces 

n  withdrawing  from  the  Confederation  and  en- 

&r  '^^  ""^  ?  **"'**««  Union,  then  this 
Legislature  deems  it  absolutely  nec<4sanr  that 

m,X  if'  "*  T^"'  *'"'''  '^  ™'"ay«'  ""d  other 
public  works  and  services  may  be  extended  and 

mamtained  as  the  requirenents  of  the  people  need 

mvigorated  and  expanded,  and  its  financial  in- 
terests placed  upon  a  sound  basis,  such  as  was  the 
case  previous  to  Confederation,  should  ask  pS! 

fmmTh  T*^^  ^"^r'"'  Pa^li^ent  to  withdraw 
from  the  Union  with  Canada,  and  return  to  the 
status  of  a  Provmce  of  Great  Britain,  with  fuU 

wUhSthJp  "' ^"'"'  'r  '""^  "^«  "Kulations 

"That  this  House  thus  declares  its  opinion  and 
of  thl'n"  °fZ  !!!''*  candidates  for  thj  suffrages 
!„»Ki  i^fP't  **  *^^  approaching  elections  may  be 
enabled  to  place  this  vital  and  important  questio^ 
of  separation  from  Canada,  before  them  for  d^ 
cision  at  the  polls." 

thi^^'lu''^'"^  seconded,  and  a  debate  arising 
thereon,  the  question  being  propounded  from  the 
H— 


chair  that  such  resolution  be  agreed  to,  and  the 

mnHnn     Zf""^    ^^'''^"'    ^^^^^   ^PP^^^^^    f«»-   the 

motion,  fifteen;  against  the  motion,  seven.) 

(Journal  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  Session,  1886.) 

In  the  election  that  followed,  the  people  of  Nova 
^^?u  J^i^"^,^^""®*  unanimously  for  the  breaking 
of  the  Federal  compact.  Was  there  any  recrimina- 
tion m  the  Provmce  of  Quebec  or  the  other  pro- 
^nces  against   Nova  Scotia?    Were  the   Hon. 

oTdiStS'  ''"'    ^^^^'^'""^'^'"^ 

P  vas  the  same  thing  with  conscription.    Thev 
maa  >  t  a  crime  for  Quebec  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion    Above  all  it  was  a  crime  for  Quebec  to  vote 
as  she  did  m  the  last  election.    Why  was  it  not 
a  cnme  for  New  Brunswick,  or  Nova  Scotia,  the 
nome  provmce  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
who  gave  a  majority  against  conscription,  or  still 
more  for  Prmce  Edward  Island,  which  pronounced 
unanmiously  against  that  measure  ?    That  is  not 
impartiahty.    It  is  injustice.    That  is  not  the 
British  fair  play  whic>>    .  ^  have  the  right  to  de- 
mand m  the  Province  o.  Quebec  as  in  the  other 
provinces  of  Confederation. 

Speaking  of  fair  play,  I  may  say  that  the 
i-eader  of  the  Opposition  has  not  used  much  of 
it  m  attackmg  me  the  other  day.  He  had  forged 
a  thunderbolt  which  was  designed  to  annihilate 
me,  the  first  rumblings  of  which  had  found  an 
echo  in  his  organ  L'Evenement,  in  the  sensational 
tone  that  you  know.  My  honourable  friend 
spoke  well,  eloquently  at  times,  and  courageously. 
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At  the  same  time  it  was  evident  tliat  while  renu 
diatmg  his  old  party  alliances,  he  was  m^nJ 

IZ  T:  "P"'"'^  "  '*'«  hands'of  hUwSTs^l 
for  that  purpose  he  found  nothing  better  til,  to 

^^?:^4=?s£=/rhr 

bake  St.  John),  blandly  bidding  me  to  introduce 
the  ^amendment  he  dared  not%o  p^pZ^ta! 

I  declmed  to  do  so.    I  did  refuse,  Sir,  because 

rH,  n  ™^*'^'  ''*"*"'«  tl'e  honourable  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  himself  could  not  vote  fm- iftn!! 
astly  because  I  am  not  the  m^  tSf^t-^ 

but  it^^d^hlm  r;°'"P''*™'«.  '-hich  could  C 
nffhTf        T  *°  'I'sappointment.    The  object 
of  that  amendment  was  to  ask  the  disavowaU 
the^Conscnption  act;  it  would  have  come  to 

Mr.  Sauvi.~U  the  Prime  Minister  aa-ecs  tn 
take  charge  of  the  amendment,  I  decla^^t  ? 

Sir  Lomer  Couin.-The  Leader  of  the  Oddos! 
fon  may  present  any  amendment  he  wishTs^" 
longas^y  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  ta*^;^^ 

'o.Se7^T'S;?S„i'Sj^'^'».  '"« .t«.  0,  which 
the  opposition),  „l«d°thJtthf  ^In^'-  '^"A*  <"">  '<^^  ot 

of  oUuw  56  of  the  BritiJhNSthASierii'Ajr'*'' ""  ^"^ 
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arem    the  interests  of  the   Province  and   the 
comjtry  I  can  assure  him  of  my  support. 

But  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  vainly  tries  to 
get  away  from  his  former  attitude,  he  knowfve^ 

^rioSfv'^^C  '"'.J^-'^o^  ha-e  »ot  taken  wS 
M^Z^'  u  * fT'**'""'  ^  «'«"  ^  the  honour- 
able members  of  this  House,  are  well  aware  th»t 
r^^honourable  friend  is  merely  pT;?hr;^uJ^:{ 

sin^^riwT/''*'  ^'-  ^'^f *''  *°  P^y  '^'t"  the 
ancenty  of  the  good  people  of  this  Province 

Repeal  the  Act?  But  could  the  Provinc™^^ 
nounce  more  emphatically,  more  unanimously  on 
this  question,  than  she  has  done  at  the  last  poDular 
consiJtation  ?  On  tJie  other  hand,  is  it  beMe 
that  the  amendraent  so  tenderly  elaborated  and 
mcubated  by  the  Leader  of  the  OppoSntotdd 
^«"°"f*  to  inake  the  Imperial  govemrnt 
d|«illow  the  MiUtao^  Service  Act  ?  My  h™ 
able  friend  w..  ^tter  inspired  when  he  S Te 
should  leave  to  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  the  task^f 

pis.  ^  '"''  ^^^^  "  ^'"«°°  of  the 
He  found  fault  with  me  for  not  having  gone  to 
Ottawa  wh«i  Conscription  was  debated  Had  I 
gone  there,  he  would  have  accused  me  of  meddling 
mto  matters  that  were  none  of  my  business.  I 
«m  pretty  sure  he  would  even  have  held   me 

w^l;  n^  I  1"*?  ""^  ''"'y  *°  8°  to  Ottawa, 
was  It  not  also  the  duty  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition?  Why  did  he  not  at  least  try  hi! 
^^f^'\fP°^^^o^i>i^  Mends  who  are  rSpon! 
sible  for  that  very  Conscription  law  on  accoun?  of 
winch  he  now  repudiates  them  ? 
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tion     The  Prime  Minister  on  his  part  has  madi, 
no  declaration  during  the  Conscription  dAate 

Sir  Lomer  Gttuin.-l  declared  myself  from  the 
^■^'y  fi«t-  It  i«  true  that  I  add^  thalTlmd 
absolute  confidence  in  Sir  Wilfrid  Uurier;  ^d 
that  we  should  leave  it  to  his  direction,  as  toe 
honourable  member  himself  suggests  to^y.    He 

he^trtL""*"',*''*^^  •''■"^'f  "''«°  the  other  day 
he  attacked  me  for  the  speeches  I  delivered  during 
the  last  campaign.  uu<iug. 

MT.Sauve.~\  attacked  them  for  their  violence 

Sn  Lomer  Gouin.-I  merely  expounded  the  ele^ 

F^li  K^n  ""f""^*"*'^   '''^'   the   elements  of 

^ffnl  «  vT'!^""""'  '*^'  I  ""^'ely  wished  to 
define  Bntish  hberty.    And  if  the  Leader  of  the 

Opposition  gave  heed  to  the  prompting  o    Ws 

conlTl  ^''^"^'  ^'  ^""'"^  eongratulatf  me  aTl 
congratulate  him  on  speaking  as  he  has  done  on 
separatmg  his  cause  from  the  cause  of  thos^  who 
govern  us  at  Ottawa. 

Truly  it  would  have  been  better  had  my  hon- 
ourable friend  omitted  the  sensation  tharLu^ 
h  m  so  much  work  and  worry;  the  more  so  in  vi^ 
of  the  poor  reward  he  received  for  all  his  troubk 
The  very  day  following  his  speech,  the  "Chrom"cIe" 

rhTdTf^r'^  ""^^  ^  '"  understaTttt 
he  had  to  fall  m  or  step  out;  and  the  "L'Ev&e- 

.W„L^  v\°"  ^"^y  ^  •""•nt  its  sweetest 
incense  m  his  honour,  came  out  the  next  day  ,^h 
what  was  practically  a  writ  of  eviction,  by  oi^der 

J^t  f«n  "^°"^-  """^  ""^  *^*  thunderbolts  do 
not  fall  eveiy  time  it  thunders,  and  the  ereat 
sensation  which  my  honourable  friend  ex^tSt 
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CW^!"^-''  ""^  -"•«•  «  bringing  forth  a 
Sir  W  Gouin.~mm  I  mentioned  Cromwell 

Mr.  Sauve.—Two  friends. 

fetching  es'tSL'gta^S' '"  "^"^  ""^^  "  '- 
pit^eo^Sf"  '"''^*^''  °"  ^''-''^«.    the 

the  ^e^ttS  c:  ?r ''c  ^h  ff  -"^ 

afraid  of  interruptions.*'  He  ^m  Jt  hf  .  *"" 
of  my  remarks,  that  I  feel  myslw  o^ii  *  k? ""!' 
answer  him     t  «* ,.  "lyseii  quite  able  to 

I  ^n/T;  K     ,  '  !""^  """"^  to  the  motion. 

our  differences  of  rT..     Cajiada,  on  account  of 

CUB  ui  sucn  an  immense  country, 
lo  make  myself  dearer,  I  tell  von  fh«f   k  ^  t 
ctrmH^.^  tl.e  negotiation*: VK^l''  ^^^J 

authority  to  do  ^o'  T^^^  *,'"'*  ^  """l  t^e 
Canadian  nS.oritvi^',h°  °^*'""  '°'  *'"'  I'^n-'h 
protecticTn^^"  the  sBter  provinces  the  same 

minority  k  th^pJ^„  °''*,'^'1.  '"'  the  EngUsh 
demanded  tw   nL      "'  ^"*'^-    ^  "^""M  have 

measm^of /ustL     A^H  "  "TT?""'  ''"t  as  a 
oi  justice.    And  even  had  it  been  refused 
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DuJJ^^'^JT^  ""^^  '<"•  'he  resolution  of  1864 
12*  18^   Ev.„    ,T**?  "^  P*"^  ""  March 

won,    trade   and   industry.    It   wm   ,  nrJl^  *l 
Umon  that  our  municip'S  institrons'wr^e  t 
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wffi' JL'ir'  T, '"''°°'  '^^"^  '"«'  developed 
and  that  rwponsible  government  was  granted^w 

It  was  perhaps  between  1840  and  1867That  the 

Sua^rthe  off  ™"'  "?"!:''   ""'  "-Pito  thoi 
quarrels  the  offsprings  of  the  two  great  races  kent 

forebears  steadily  went  on  with  their  work  not 
witl^undrng  the  political  storms  which  b^w  ov°er 

The  preceeding  speakers   have   recalled   the 
struggles  of  that  period.   The  main  cauL  Jdi^-s! 
on  between  politicians  and  between  provinces  was 
the  question  of  representation.      Prior  to  Unton 
the  population  of  the  Province  of  0..»h-i^  „ 
300  000  gi^ter  than  that  o7o;t:rio^"t"l^ 

V^r  ^'^  '"'^  ^'^  ""^  population  tZ' 
Upper  Canada.    In  1849,  Papineau  wanted  tn 

St  to  ^-  °'  '^'  T »''« ^-•«'  s^wi: 

unjust  to  Lower  Canada,  which  stUl  had  the 
smerepr^tation  as  Upper  Canada.    He  Med 

requ^t,  but  without  any  more  success.  Deener 
and  deeper  grew  the  disunion.  It  was  then  Xt 
the  cry  of  Wo  Quebec  dm>inatian!  NTpre^k 
d^nal^<mr    was  started,  and  now  and  C 

K  M^^u"^'  .*'P^''^'y  «  ^l^ction  tiW 
It  was  felt  that  the  welfare  of  the  countrvde' 

Sp^n^i  C^'«»-Macdonald  cabinet  laid  down 

speech    from    the    Throne    read    by    Sir    Ed 
mund  Head  at  the  close  of  the  sessionf  as  foUo^: 
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I  propose  m  the  course  of  the  recess  to  com- 
mumcate  with  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
with  the  Governments  of  the  sister  Colonies,  on 
another  matter  of  very  great  importance.  I  am 
desu-ous  of  mviting  them  to  discuss  with  us  the 
principles  on  which  a  bond  of  a  federal  character, 
unitmg  the  Provinces  of  British  North  .\merica 
may  perhaps  hereafter  be  practicable." 

Cartier,  Macdonald  and  their  friends  were  from 
that  time  ah-eady  confident  that  the  only  way  to 
emerge  from  the  muddle  was  a  confederation  of 
the  provmces.    Nothing  was  done,  however,  that 

r^Q«f  ""o  '^''^'^^  ^  delegation  to  England. 
In  1860,  Brown  proposed  a  federation  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada,  based  on  resolutions  passed 
by  a  convention  which  had  met  in  Toronto.    Sir 

iTr;^"^^  ^°"°''  ^^  Messrs.  Drummond 
and  McGee  were  the  only  members  of  Lower 
Canada  to  support  Brown,  whose  motion  was  re- 
jected. Then  the  political  parties  resumed  then- 
quarrels  and  scrambles,  leaving  in  utter  oblivion 
the  resolutwn  of  1858.  In  1864,  Brown  offered  to 
the  Tach^-Macdonald  minority  as  a  solution  of 
the  problem:  Confederation. 

In  the  same  year,  delegations  from  the  colonies 
of  Bntish  North  America  met  in  Conference  in 
Pnnce  Edward  Island,  and  thereafter  at  Quebec 
where  were  adopted  the  resolutions  which  served 
as  a  basis  to  the  Constitution  of  1867. 

In  the  session  of  1865,  the  Prine  Minister  of 
Canada,  Su-E.-P.Tach6,m  moving  the  adoption 
of  those  resolutions,  spoke  as  follows: 

"The  time  had  arrived  when,  as  he  beUeved,  all 
the  patriotic  men  in  the  country  ought  to  unite 
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in  providing  a  remedy  for  the  troubles  we  had  to 
contend  with.  It  might  be  said  that  the  remedy 
was  not  required,  but  he  would  like  to  know  what 
other  could  be  proposed.  Ugislation  in  Canada 
for  the  last  two  years  had  come  almost  to  a  stand- 
still, and  if  any  one  would  refer  to  the  Statute 
Book  since  1862,  he  would  find  that  the  only 
public  measures  there  mscribed  had  been  passed 
simply  by  the  permission  of  the  Opposition.  This 
was  the  condition  of  things  for  two  years,  and  if 
thia  were  an  evil  there  was  another  not  less  to  be 
deplored;  he  referred  to  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  during  the  same  period.  From  the 
21st  May,  1862,  to  the  end  of  June,  1864,  there 
had  been  no  less  then  five  different  governments 
in  charge  of  the  business  of  the  country." 
Sir  Etienne-Pascal  Tach^  also  said: 

"At  the  time  these  measures  were  resolved 
upon,"  (the  federation  of  the  two  provinces  or 
confederation  of  all  the  British  colonies  of  North 
America)— "the  country  was  bordering  on  civil 
strife  ®." 

After  him.  Sir  George-Etienne  Cartier  said: 
"The  matter  resolved  itself  in  this,  either  we 
must  obtain  British  North  American  Confedera- 
tion, or  be  absorbed  in  an  American  Confedera- 
tion®." 

Su-  John  A.  Macdonald  saw  but  three  alterna- 
tives: representation  by  population,  Annexation, 
or  Confederation  of  the  Colonies. 

Sir  Antoine-Aim6  Dorion  wanted  a  federation 
of  the  two  provinces;  he  was  opposed  to  a   con- 


©  Debates  in  the  Parliament  of  Canada  on  Confederation, 
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federation  of  the  colonies,  in  fear  oi  legiHlativc 
Union.  He  was,  however,  willing  to  accept  the 
government's  proposition,  subject  to  the  people's 
approval. 

liCtellier  de  Saint-Just  was  squarely  opposed  to 
Confederation  without  aconsultation  of  the  people. 
He  preferred  the  Act  of  Union  with  representa- 
tion based  on  population. 

The  two  great  objections  then  raised  against 
Confederation  in  Lower  Canada  were  for  many 
the  fear  of  legislative  union,  and  for  the  others 
the  apprehension  that  thv  English  minority 
might  be  molested  by  the  1  ranch  majority.  It 
was  in  answer  to  the  latter  objection  that  Sir  E.-P. 
Tach6  made  the  following  declaration  addressed 
to  the  whole  population  of  Ontario : 

'*If  a  Federal  Union  were  obtained  it  would  be 
tantamount  to  a  separation  of  the  Provinces,  and 
Lower  Canada  would  thereby  preserve  its  autono- 
my together  with  all  the  institutions  it  held  so 
dear,  and  over  which  they  could  exercise  tne 
watchfulness  and  surveillance  necessary  to  pre- 
serve them  unimpaired.  But  there  might  be  a 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada  who 
might  at  a  first  glance  have  greater  reason  to  com- 
plain than  the  French  Roman  Catholics,  and  these 
were  the  English  Protestants.  And  why?  Be- 
cause they  were  in  a  minority;  but  he  thought 
that  if  they  took  the  trouble  fully  to  consider 
the  subject,  they  would  be  reassured  and  satisfied 
with  the  scheme.  First  a  great  event  had  taken 
place;  the  law  of  Lower  Canada  had  been  con- 
solidated and  the  English  speaking  people  residing 
in  that  section  had  got  reconciled  to  it;  in  fact  they 
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were  weU  satisfied  therewith.  In  this  respect, 
then,  they  were  secure.  But  they  might  say  that 
the  majonty  of  the  Local  Legislative  might  here- 
after be  unjust  to  them,  but  he  thought  that  on 
poking  at  the  past,  their  fears  might  be  allayed 
Before  the  Union  of  the  provinces,  where  the  large 
majority  of  the  members  in  the  Legislature  were 
I'rench,  the  English  inhabitants  had  never  found 
cause  of  complaint  against  them.  In  no  instance, 
had  mjustice  been  attempted." 

Noble  and  proud  words,  which  were  a  few  days 
later  confirmed  by  Hon.  Mr.  McGee,  when  he 
said: 

"Neither  do  I  beUeve  that  my  Protestant  com- 
patnots  need  have  any  such  fear.  The  French 
Canadians  have  never  been  an  intolerant 
people  ®." 

And  Attorney-General  John  A.  Macdonald  (Sir 
John)  added: 

'That  the  government  would  bring  down  a 
measure  to  amend  the  school  law  of  Lower  Canada 
protectmg  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and  which 
at  the  same  time,  I  believe,  would  be  satisfactory 
to  the  majority,  who  have  always  hitherto  shown 
respect  for  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and  no  doubt 
will  contmue  to  do  so  ®." 

The  above  declaration  by  Sir  E.-P.  Tach6,  Mr 
Speaker,  could  have  been  repeated  without  any 
fear  of  bemg  contradicted,  by  all  my  predecessors, 
by  every  one  of  the  Prime  Ministers  of  Quebec 
ever  smce  1867.  I  may  repeat  it  myself  with 
pnde  to-day,  sure  to  be  supported  by  all  the 

®  Debates  on  Confederation,  p  143 
®  Ibid.,  p.  18. 
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representatives  of  the  minority  in  this  House, 
just  the  same  as  the  Prune  Minister  of  1865  was 
then  supported  by  McGee,  Macdonald  and  the 
whole  deputation  of  both  Canadas. 

The  propositions  of  1864  were  extensively, 
eloquently  and  ably  debated  during  the  session 
of  1865.  Both  parties,  Hberals  and  conservatives, 
may  justly  be  proud  of  their  then  leaders,  whom 
we  now  consider  as  our  political  ancestors.  After 
a  three  months  debate  the  majority  pronounced 
itself  in  favour  of  Confederation;  on  the  13th 
March  the  resolutions  were  voted,  and  on  the  1st 
July,  1867,  Ontario,  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick  were  constituted  in  Confederation 
under  the  British  North  America  Act. 

In  1870,  Manitoba  joined  us,  and  in  the  same 
year  the  Canadian  Government  made  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  North  West  Territories.  In  1871, 
Columbia  in  her  turn  entered  in  the  Canadian 
Confederation,  and  in  1873  Prince  Edward  Island 
did  the  same. 

Well,  for  fifty  years,  we  have  been  Hving  under 
this  regime.  We  have  had  some  troubles,  even 
pretty  rough  scrambles;  but  to  this  day,  have  we 
any  right  to  say  that  the  system  has  failed  ?  I 
do  not  believe  it. 

When  I  look  at  the  results  that  have  been 
achieved,  when  I  see  the  developments  that  have 
been  realized,  when  I  make  an  inventory  of  our 
progress,  I  am  inclmed  to  say  with  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  "that  the  hopes  of  the  Fathers  of  Con- 
federation have  been  outstripped." 

Allow  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  quote  a  few  figures 
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which  will  illustrate  before  this  House  some  of  the 
Canadian  achievements  since  1867: 

AREA  OF  CANADA 

J^  1867 540,000  square  miles 

In  1917 3,729,665 

POPULATION  OF  CANADA 

1867 3,600,000  souls 

1917 7,600,000    " 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  QUEBEC 

1861 1,110,664  souls 

1916 2,305,754      " 

CROP  VALUATION 

The  value  of  crops  in  Canada,  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  has  increased  from  $195,000,000  in 
1901  to  $841,000,000  in  1917. 

EXPORTS  IN  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS 

In  1868-70,  Canada  exported  $13,000,000  in 
agricultural  products.— In  1916-17,  she  exported 
$480,000,000. 

MANUFACTURED  PRODUCTS 

In  1868,  the  production  under  this  head  was 
about  m7.— In  1917,  it  amounted  to  $1,300,000,000. 

FISHERIES 

li:  1870,  the  value  of  our  fishery  products 
aggregated  $6,577,391;  in  1915,  $31,264,631. 

MINES 

For  the  last  40  years,  the  value  of  our  mining 
production  has  increased  from  $10,000,000  to 
$137,000,000. 
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FORESTS 

In  1871,  the  value  of  our  forestry  production 
aggregated  $34,000,000.— It  is  now  $175,000,000. 

RAILWAYS 

1867-76  1915 

Miles  in  operation  2,278  35  582 

Capital $257,037,188       $1,875,810,888 

Freight       carried 

(tons) 3,670,836  101,393,98b' 

Passenger    trans- 
portation         5,190,416  46,322,035 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 

From  1867  to  our  time,  the  number  of  schools 
in  Canada  has  increased  from  10,000  to  26,000; 
the  number  of  teachers  from  11,000  to  39,000;  the 
number  of  pupils,  from  664,000  to  1,327,000;  and 
the  cost  of  teaching  from  $2,500,000  to  about 
$56,000,000. 

Dorion,  one  of  the  greatest  and  noblest  figures  of 
his  time,  was  suspicious  of  the  federal  system, 
he  feared  it  would  result  in  the  swamping  of  his 
province  in  the  great  Canadian  mass.  Enemies  of 
the  scheme  declared  as  Dorion  did  that  Confedera- 
tion was  nothing  but  a  step  towards  legislative 
union.  Can  it  be  said  to-day  that  such  fears  and 
suspicions  were  well  founded  ?  For  fifty  years  so 
far  our  Province  forms  part  of  the  Confederation, 
and  legislative  union  has  not  materialized.  We 
have  freely  carried  on  our  legislative  work,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  freely  on  municipal  and  scholar 
matters,  and  we  have  never  been  molested  in  the 
administration  of  our  civil  laws.  ij^The  following 
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S"f'*^ 4     Nova  Scotia 5 

°"*"'°  9     NewBruMwick      1 

yesterday,  has  enrnneratedlhe^e^al  at^^  "l 

«»croachme„t  on  the  P«>vu.etl1phl  oltt 

weU'  t W  ^*  "^-'ion^d  the  question  of  fiSs  • 
well,  that  was  a  mattpr  nf  ii*fi«.o*:  "o"eneh, 

law,  and  we  won  oTc^     fc""'  '^^  '?"*  *° 

the  matter  for  another  law  suit   mi  pK  1  •      ? 
-^th^anyofthosewehaadTln^;-*^ 

exist  in  aU  f^Jer^te  c™,nT     '• '  T"""    ^h.. 
United  StatilStwfrir   '""'^  "'  *••« 

mstanoe  it  cannot  be  contested  that  it  I'  /k 
UTDD  city  of  North  .\menca  in  point  of  import- 
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ance.    Now  if  we  consider  the  groups  of  French 
oriipn  which  have  settled  in  the  C^adian^ 

wS.  Z^."  ^  T'^  *'•»*    Confede^tfon  Z. 
dition  fh  ■   ff  d«'«lvantage?    Would  their  con- 

^ench  Canadian  population  has  increased  since 

CENSUS  OF  IS6I 

French  Total 

T            „         ,                         Population  Poo 

Lower  Canada 867,320  1,110  664 

Upper  Canada 33,237  i.'ggX 

CENSUS  OF  1911 

French  Total 

Alberta "^T'"'""  ^7;,,, 

Columbia ^l'^  374,663 

Manitoba :  3^'^  f92,480 

New  Brunswick... :..  K  fX 

PrWdlsland ..:     r^^^         ^'^^f,t 
Q^f*":  1,605,330  2,002,712 

1:^^^'^" ^^^  W432 

Territories.::::;::...:::: 2^       i*;f^ 

2,054,890  7,204,838 

Which  goes  to  show.  Sir,  that  there  are  presently 

500,000  French  Canadians,  that  is  more  than  half 
our  total  number  in  the  two  Canadas  of  1867 
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ration  or  not  ?    Similar  Hiffl/.„iff«   u       ^°"'®^e- 

wrongdoing  which  its  authoTwm  hav/ ^  , 
count  for  before  historv     Th„Z         .■     '°.  *"' 
hw.n»o*n^„        niscory.     ihosc  questions  have 
be^  settled  as  well  as  they  could  be,  but  in  Mm^ 

r»n»r''  ^"^  Brunswick,   would    the   Frerh 

o'^s^^frd^aSr '^^^  "^"^  *-»■»-'  -"5^ 

Language  questions  have  existed  ever  since  thp 

w*orBare["'V^  ^^r  «^*" "«'-  '^ 

J.  u»er  or  ijaoel.  They  are  almost  everywhere  tho 
occasion  of  regrettable  dissensions  TXcoXt^ 
which  alTOys  settle  themselves  in  the  end  a^d 
thus  will  It  end  in  Ontario.  '  ^" 

However,  the  awful  war  which  is  now  rarane 
will  change  many  things  in  everv  one  n?  iS* 
countries  engaged  in  it.^  Evei^r^o^e  of  the 
mmd,  every  intellectual  eleme!^  what^eve/  w^ 
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necessar.  y  Iwve  to  be  called  on  to'do  their  sham 
in  repairmg  the  damage  caused  by'  the  war  Zd 
veor  few  nations  the«,  will  thentelhit  io^^ 

will  be  those  able  to  impose  a  common  idiom  to 

(Air.  Gault),  when  he  expressed  the  hope  that  thl 
Ontario  school  difficulty  would  s2  be    ettW 

mmded  me  of  one  of  the  first  kings  of  Hungary 
St  Stephen,  who  said  nine  hundred  yeare^g^: 
Regnum  umus  linguae,  regnnm  imbecihi  I  ^ 
not  explain  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  quotation^ 
not  intended  to  be  applied  to  any  proWn^  I 
only  give  it  as  the  sentiment  of  an  authority  who 
experienced  difficulties  similar  to  o^  ^ 
What  would  happen  if  we  separated  ?    I  would 

member  for  Lotbmiere  has  put  the  question  but 
smce  we  are  on  this  ground  it  is  better  for  eve^ 
one  of  us  to  speak  his  mind.  ^ 

In  what  position  would  we  be,  closed  in  as  we 

frontier  ^  wT.T^'^  we  defend  our  immense 
frontier  ?  What  share  of  the  National  debt  would 
we  have  to  assume  ?  What  would  be  the  cuToms 
tariff  of  the  provinces  with  whom  we  now  enjoy 
free  trade  ?  And  finally,  what  position  wouldT^ 
o»vn  people  hying  outside  Quebec  be  in  ' 

It  IS  true  that  our  province  has  been  too  often 
unjustly  attacked  and  that  we  have  Z  b^ 

together  be  a  sufficient  justification  for  us  to  de- 
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mand  the  breaking  of  a  pact  which  ha.,  given  us 
such  results  aa  those  I  summed  up  a  moment  io"' 
If  we  cast  our  eyes  on  the  neighbourine  Reouhlin 
there  we  will  find  a  great  lesLn  oZ^iVyTnd  « 

SfTfi  ?•  •^°  '".  f  "'*"''^  f<"  "Khty  years,  all  her 
fin   .    u^  '""•  "^^  """ei  in  strenuous  work 

tTecoTl""   'T"*'   *•'''   ''Kg'andizement   of 
the  common   country,  when  came  up  the  slavery 

ine  dispute  at  first  started  in  the  press  and  on 

e.^edto'th? r'"™''  t"'  ^"""^^^  "^d T^-^" 

thrbattlltlH  T't'^""^'  '*<^  ^"^^  P"ties  on 
tne   battlefield.    Such  was  the   Civil   war    the 

I'SlCsTdoiC  ™^  ™""'"  ™""''^'  -" 

.4nd  what  happened  after  so  much  ruin    so 
much  misery,  so  much  bloodsheddmgf  Snd- 

secured  to  the  American  Republic  the  phenomenal 
development  m  growth  and  wealth  tharweal 

tS^^r*h™i1f-  ^''-  **>*  '^'''*  P««'«^  '^ho  to-^y's 
joining  the  Allies  in  the  humanitarian  fight  for 
right,  justice  and  liberty.  *^ 

We  complain  of  insults,  of  appeals  to  prciudice 

and  especialiy^Vl'pis?  Ix^'yTaT  'IZZ' 
evermore,  and  aU  that  for  pure  paJ^^/S  thrZ^h 

K^atS  "  '*>«  -P««-""poraS 
We  have  been  insulted,  it  is  true,  still  I  pereist 
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in  beUevuig  that  it  wa«  not  by  the  majority  but 
just  by  a  small  number.  I  believe.  Mr  Swkkcr 

this  country  are  good  people. 

of '«*  r^  ^"^  '^'"™  "'"'  ^"■'1  t'"it  the  liberty 
of  a  country  «  measured  by  the  liberty  of  the 
mmor.  y  hvmg  therein.  Which  means  than  when  a 
mmonty  ,s  lU-treated  its  members  are  not  abne 

^n^r^us  mTh  l"'  ^'^hteous   broadminded  Z 
generous  men  belongmg  to   the  majority  then 
suffer  with  them  and  as  much  as  they  do 
We  must  not  forget  the  qualities  of  others-  we 

Te  toTT'''K''^*  *''^F-•t^l  of  our  coum;y  i! 
due  to  the  combmed  qualities  of  all  groups  and  all 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  was  quite  right  when  he  skid   „  jm 

fi&r  •  •"  """^T  "'  ">«  "^'^bration  of  th^ 
Bftieth  anniversary  of  the  Confederation: 

Confederation  will  stand  for  all  time  as  the 
monument  of  the  work  accompUshedb^  the  dl 
lanMi^^"  ""^'fit""*^.  ^^d  the  far-sighted  vi^ 
Fir  ^^C^edtXor  "-  ''  ''-'  -  -»  ^'^ 

generation  to  see  that  the  glorious  heriCe  to 
.which  we  have  succeeded  shall  be  handed  tolho  e 
who  come  after  us,  miimpaired,  and,  as  far  as  lies 
m  our  power,  with  added  gloiy  and  lustre.'^ 

i;es,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  preserve  in  itsinteeritv 
our  share  m  that  monument;  let  us  netS  to   a 
moment  entertain  the  idea  of  disparairing  Lid 
behtthng  the  mission  that  is  committTto  us 
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In  the  accomplishment  of  that  mission  let  u«  ov.r 
weals  Of  our  ancestors  who  were  the  discoverers  of 

^orts  and  good  deeds  the  20th    century    may 
reckon  Canada  among  the  great  nations'^of  tSe 

When  I  look  upon  our  immense  country  when 
I  atore  our  old  provinces  with  their  abuA<^ce 
of  historical  souvenirs,  and  the  newly-bom^e^ 

f^  Di^udT;:;''  "r*^  t''  '^'"^  ^■■^^  ^-'^^^ 

leei  proud  of  my  Canadian  name,  proud  of  mv 

eousness  A  land  where  fruitful  ^ace  will  brine 
umon  and  hannony  and  promote  more  proS 
and  prosperity  than  any  other  comer  ottC^. 

to  L^i^Tr,f  *°  "y/ou^fy  her  greataess, 
hoJ^^  h  ^!,''««^s  of  our  children  all  thei^ 
rSli",'^'*  ^""^  t°  them  the  inheritance  we 

?r^^  ^'■'"°-°"  '""'*"'  *"'  ^^  should  sWve 
fearteMly  agamst  the  passing  storm,  aiid  work 
ceaselessly  and  mifalteringly  for  the  iaintenl^ce 
and  development  of  the  Canadian  ConfedSn 
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